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CARS & STARS PLUS WITH CARS & STARS ONLINE (DIAGNOSTIC): An Overview

CARS & STARS Online is a web-based reading comprehension application for students and teachers. The program is derived 
from the reading comprehension program CARS & STARS that is produced as a printed series featuring a student workbook 
and a teacher guidebook. The web application is modulated in a similar structure to the printed work, with a student 
subscription and a teacher subscription available.

The CARS & STARS Online: Diagnostic module of the CARS & STARS Online program recreates the reading experience 
of the CARS student workbook – the diagnostic and assessment portion of the program through the student 
subscription. Students are presented with the same stories as in the printed workbook but in a full-colour, illustrated 
digital format. Students read a story, using their laptop, tablet, desktop PC or smartphone, and then complete a series 
of multiple-choice questions. The module then automatically analyses the student’s answers to determine their 
grasp of the 12 reading comprehension strategies, and delivers detailed reports of student, class or whole school 
performance via the teacher subscription.

CARS & STARS Online: Diagnostic (CARS) is currently available, presenting the full CARS series in an exciting digital 
form that is accessible on all major devices and platforms. CARS & STARS Online: Instruction (STARS) is currently 
being developed and will be available in 2018.

THE 5-STEP PROCESS: 
Using CARS & STARS Plus with CARS & STARS Online (Diagnostic) in your Classroom

1. The Placement Centre: The CARS & STARS Plus program is based on reading comprehension ability, not year 
level. The Placement Centre evaluations test individual student’s comprehension levels and place them in an 
appropriate CARS & STARS Plus level. More than one level may be represented within your class. The program 
was designed with this in mind, making it possible to teach multiple levels within the one class.

Note: If a student is placed in Level A in CARS Plus, they should also be placed in Level A in 
STARS Plus.

Conducting the Placement Test: The Placement Test is best conducted at either the end of the school year 
or at the beginning of the following year. See the Assign/Reset Placement Test Guide to assign or reset the 
Placement Test for your students. School administrators can also take control of the Placement Test Settings. 
See the Placement Test Settings Guide for more information.

How to issue the Placement Test

• In the Placement Centre, students will be assigned to their individual placement level based on 
their year level.

• Students are instructed to check with you that their assigned placement level is suitable. 

• Confirm the student’s level is appropriate to their reading ability. As a general starting point, 
Level A correlates with Year 1. If necessary, instruct your students to change their placement 
level from the dropdown menu.

• Instruct students to Start Test and complete the chosen level placement test.
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https://help.carsandstars.com.au/hc/en-au/articles/115004004608-Assign-Reset-Placement-Test-or-CARS-Assessment
https://help.carsandstars.com.au/hc/en-au/community/posts/239159168-How-do-I-control-my-school-s-placement-test-settings-
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The placement test comprises a minimum of three tests within the same reading level and can take at 
least 45 minutes to complete. However, completion times will vary as each student’s reading capability 
is different. If time is limited, you can adjust the number of tests in the Placement Test Settings. If the 
students could not complete the placement test within the class period, they can stop and resume the 
placement test again at any time. See the Placement Test Settings Guide for more information.

There will be times when placement test results are inconclusive and students might be required to take 
more placement tests to determine their suitable reading level. Depending on your school placement 
test settings, if the student were to get less than less than 50%, the student will go down a reading 
level. If the student were to get in between 50% to 90% correct, the student will be placed at that 
reading level. And if the student were to get 90% or more correct, the student will go up a reading level.

Once the Placement Centre has placed the students in their designated CARS level, they should remain 
on that level the whole year and should therefore not be stretched beyond their abilities. If a student 
is really struggling and it becomes clear after the CARS Plus Pretests that they are on the wrong level, 
move them back a level and keep them there for the rest of the year. Additionally, if a student were to 
have a problem in attaining a reading level, they may also be assigned a more appropriate reading level. 
See the Assign/Reset Placement Test Guide.

2. Diagnose with the CARS Plus: Administer the five Pretests in the CARS Plus Series using CARS & STARS 
Online to diagnose strengths and weaknesses in the twelve reading comprehension strategies in your 
class. Ideally complete one per day, as promptly as possible. 

How to issue a Pretest

• Each Pretest is designed to take approximately 40 minutes to complete. Ensure the 
students read the passages carefully and don’t rush through the tests.

• In the first 30 minutes, have your students read the test in CARS & STARS Online, answer 
the twelve multiple-choice questions, and review the Student Progress Chart which will 
provide a visual representation of their strengths and weaknesses.

• In the last 10 minutes, engage your class in feedback and discussion.

• Instruct your students to complete the remaining four Pretests. At the same time, review 
either the Student Progress Report or Class Test Performance Report.

• Once all five Pretests are completed, have students fill in Self-Assessment 1 and select the 
checkbox to send a copy to your email. This will be used for planning.

• Review the Student Summary Report (Pretest), Class Reading Strategy Individual 
Performance Report and Class Reading Level Summary Chart. See Class Reports Guide for 
other available class reports. 

• Complete your Student Planning Form (Pretest) (for student discussion and goal setting), 
located in the Student Summary Report. You can also access the Student Planning Form 
located in the student profile page under the individual student assessment listing.

https://help.carsandstars.com.au/hc/en-au/community/posts/239159168-How-do-I-control-my-school-s-placement-test-settings-
https://help.carsandstars.com.au/hc/en-au/articles/115004004608-Assign-Reset-Placement-Test-or-CARS-Assessment
https://help.carsandstars.com.au/hc/en-au/articles/235205148-Class-Reports
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CARS & STARS ONLINE: Help Centre
CARS & STARS Online: Help Centre is a well-stocked help site full of step-by-

step guidelines, community support, FAQs and live search bar, we’ll help you get 
the most out of your Cars & Stars Online experience. Support is never far away 

for any of your teachers, students or parents.

Visit: https://help.carsandstars.com.au/hc/en-au

3. Instruct with STARS Plus: The STARS Plus Student Book lessons are cumulative and designed to be used 
from start to finish for each strategy. Refer to page 9 of the STARS Plus Teacher Guide for a suggested 
lesson pacing chart and pages 12–23 for a sample lesson plan.

Note: The Instruction (STARS) component of the CARS & STARS Online system is currently 
in development and scheduled for release in late 2018.

4. Benchmark/Progress monitoring: Throughout the year, administer the five Benchmark tests in the 
CARS & STARS Online to monitor student progress. Each Benchmark test requires between 45–60 
minutes to complete and discuss. Benchmark tests do not need to be completed consecutively. They 
should be issued when deemed suitable and used to identify students who are unable to grasp the 
strategy being taught. Once all five Benchmark tests are completed, review the Student Summary 
Report (Benchmark) and use the Focus on Reading series recommended in the Student Summary 
Report (Benchmark) to further assist students. Use the Extensions in Reading series recommended 
in the Student Summary Report (Benchmark) for students looking for extra practice in the 12 reading 
and comprehension strategies. 

5. Assess Mastery with CARS Plus Post Tests

• Upon completion of the STARS Plus lessons and Final Review, use CARS & STARS Online to 
administer the five Post Tests in the same way you administered the five Pretests.

• Have students complete Self-Assessment 2 and send a copy to your email. 

• Review the Student Summary Report (Post Test & Overall) and Class Reading Strategy 
Individual Performance Report. 

• Complete your Student Planning Form (Post Test) (for student discussion and goal 
setting), located in the Student Summary Report. You can also access the Student Planning 
Form located in the student profile page under the individual student assessment listing.

• Direct students to their Student Progress Chart so they can see an overview of their 
progress from Pretests to Benchmarks to Post Tests.

• Lastly, review the Class Reading Level Summary Chart to compare each test type of the 
class’s performance against the average test results.

https://help.carsandstars.com.au/hc/en-au
https://help.carsandstars.com.au/hc/en-au
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CARS & STARS PLUS POSTERS

CARS & STARS Plus posters are a great addition to any classroom. These colourful, glossy posters highlight 
the 12 main reading strategies featured in CARS & STARS Plus and offer brief, clear summaries of each 
strategy along with hints on how to recognise each strategy, serving as a perfect quick reference guide for 
teachers and students.

The 12 main reading strategies in CARS & STARS are:

1. Finding the Main Idea

2. Recalling Facts and Details

3. Understanding Sequence

4. Recognising Cause and Effect

5. Comparing and Contrasting

6. Making Predictions

7. Finding Word Meaning in Context

8. Drawing Conclusions and Making 
Inferences

9. Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion

10. Identifying Author’s Purpose

11. Interpreting Figurative Language

12. Summarising

Visit http://www.hbe.com.au/series-cars-and-stars/posters.html to purchase. 

FURTHER DIFFERENTIATION: Extensions and FOCUS Series

If Benchmarks or section reviews indicate your students are excelling, let them work through the Extensions 
in Reading resource, providing additional practice and opportunities to increase depth of understanding. If 
your students are struggling with a strategy, allow them to work through Focus on Reading, (one book for 
each level) focusing on a particular strategy at a time.

Visit: http://www.hbe.com.au/series-cars-and-stars/extensions.html or  
http://www.hbe.com.au/series-cars-and-stars/focus-on-reading.html for more information.

CARS & STARS: Online Reporting Tool

CARS & STARS: Online Reporting Tool is an online portal that allows you to produce detailed reports of how 
your students and class progress using the CARS & STARS reading and comprehension program.

Note: The student would not have access to the CARS Plus Online assessments. 

PREVIOUS VERSION OF CARS & STARS 

The previous versions of CARS, STARS & CARS II cannot be used with the new Plus series. The Plus series 
includes new stories as well as updated versions of stories in the previous editions, making them a 
mismatch instructionally.
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